MINUTES OF THE SPRINGDALE TOWN BOARD MEETING – Jan. 9, 2012 

IN ATTENDANCE: Town Board Chair Ed Eloranta, Supervisor I Wayne Hefty, Supervisor II Richard Schwenn and Clerk Vicki Anderson.

CALL TO ORDER: by Chair Eloranta, 7 p.m.

NOTICE OF THE MEETING: pursuant to Wisconsin Open Meeting Law was confirmed. By 1/04/12 the agenda was posted in the three customary locations in the Town of Springdale as required by law. 
MINUTES: Motion by Schwenn/Hefty to approve the TB minutes of 12/19/11 as distributed. Motion to approve carried 3-0.  

DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION (DOT)/US 18/151 CONVERSION PLAN/HIGHWAY ACCESS AT CTH J AND KELLY QUARRY-NOACTION: 

Information only, no action: At the request of Yahara Materials, the company working at the Kelly Quarry owned by Carolyn Kelly, a meeting was requested to discuss the proposed changes to 18/151 a their current access points. Larry and Paul Burcalow and Tim Geoghegan of Yahara Materials; Carolyn Kelly, quarry owner; Dana Bowar –one of the owners of a quarry located on Erb Rd. and Ringgenberg Dr.; and Larry Barta, project manager with the DOT, were in attendance. Here are some of the concerns expressed by the various parties.

**From the perspective of the entities currently served by an at-grade intersection at CTH J for quarry operations, they  want to retain easy access to US 18/151. They would like to see an interchange built at CTH J to allow direct access to Hwy. 18/151 from the quarry. Without the interchange, it was estimated that it would take nearly eight miles for Yahara Materials to access Hwy. 18/151 via county roads. According to Burcalow and Geoghegan, the increased distance for hauling results in rising costs of delivery, limits the distance the company can travel and forces them to raise prices and hurt their business. The company has no interest in traveling on town roads; it takes longer and safety is an issue.
**From the perspective of DOT, one cannot just drop an interchange onto the land. Adding an interchange at CTH J would cost nearly $8.7 million and impact 25 acres of farmland, require a new frontage road around the north side of the quarry to connect the Kelly residence and quarry driveways to CTH J, and relocate the west end of Dairy Ridge Rd. As it is now, DOT plans eliminating at-grade access for all of the property owners between CTH PD and CTH G and building frontage roads on the north and south sides of US 18/151, running parallel to the highway. The suggested interchange would not eliminate the need for these frontage roads. Barta stated that the new frontage roads would be built sturdy enough for heavy-duty trucks. 
**From the perspective of the town board, all town residents and tax payers will be impacted by the cost of maintaining these new frontage roads/town roads. The DOT builds the roads and then turns them over to the town without any future compensation for road maintenance and repairs. The annual state highway aids given to all towns for road maintenance and repairs do not come near to covering the actual costs. To decrease the cost of road maintenance to town taxpayers, the town has adopted the policy of weight-limiting roads to direct heavy truck traffic to county and state roads built for heavy traffic and to keep it off of town roads. Even if the new frontage roads would be built sturdy enough for heavy-duty trucks, the property owners along the frontage roads may not enjoy truck traffic. Also, the town has adopted the policy to limit the construction of new town roads because of the additional costs to all taxpayers and especially town roads which would basically serve as a private driveway. 
It was generally agreed, that more discussion is needed and all concerned parties should attend future meetings. 

ASSESSOR AND REQUIREMENT FOR ELECTRONIC ASSESSMENT RECORDS: Request for more information: 

According to the State Department of Revenue, beginning in 2013, assessors will be required to collect and store electronically all data on the current Property Record Card. In a letter dated, October 27, 2011, Town Assessor Gardiner Appraisal Service, LLC, requests $6,300 be budgeted to make a computerized file of all drawings of the buildings in Springdale and to update any digital pictures in a computerized file. Gardiner has purchased the software and attended three classes to meet the new requirements. He requests payment to begin the required electronic conversion in 2012, since it would be difficult to begin and complete this requirement in one year, in 2013, for all the communities the firm serves. $6,300.00 is based on the product of the number of parcels in a municipality and $8. ($5 for the copy of the pictures and $3 for the copy of the drawings. Gardiner has the camera and would hire technicians to complete the work.) At the town budget hearing on 11/16/11, it was agreed to budget $3,150 for half of the work to be completed in 2012. Greg Gardiner verbally agreed to this arrangement. Since then, the Town received correspondence from the Department of Revenue stating: “…any contract or agreement for assessment services must include the electronic storage requirement.” The TB requests that Gardiner Appraisal Service, LLC, answer the following questions and amend the current contract to include the details of the work to create electronic assessment records and the agreed-upon compensation for this work in 2012.  
1. Timeline – What work will be completed in 2012 with the first of two payments and in 2013 with the final payment?
2. Type of assessment information stored electronically – The Department of Revenue requirement states “All assessment data, such as parcel attributes, sketches, and photographs, must be stored in an electronic format. The requirement excludes information in assessment work files such as handwritten notes, correspondence, building permits, or field sketches. However, an assessor may choose to maintain this information in an electronic format.” What assessment data and information will be stored electronically for residential and agricultural data, commercial data, personal property data and mobile home data? 
3. Electronic Storage Format – Of the acceptable storage formats for data in a text or numerical format, which format will be used? Of the acceptable storage formats for sketches and photographs, which format will be used?

4. Storage Location – In what location will the assessment data be stored in the electronic format? How will the assessment data stored in the electronic format be backed-up for long-term storage? 

5. Internet – Would Gardiner Appraisal Service post the Town of Springdale assessment data in the electronic format on the Internet? 

If so, at what cost to the Town? 

STATUS REPORT – DANE COUNTY INTERGOVERNMENTAL  RADIO SYSTEM REVISED AGREEMENT –NO ACTION
On the Dane County Towns Association website on 1/9/12, it stated that 

*25 municipalities had voted to sign the agreement, 

*four voted to not sign it and of these towns, one, Blue Mounds, was reviewing their vote on 1/9/12, 

*three towns were committed to participating in the agreement after they had altered the agreement

* and one town tabled its vote. 
DANE COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES AMENDMENT RE: KEEPING OF POULTRY ON RESIDENTIAL LOTS: NO ACTION 
A rough draft of an ordinance amendment to the Dane County Code of Ordinances was submitted to towns for discussion only. Should the DCCO be amended to state: “Keeping up to eight domestic fowl or eight rabbits in the yard of a single family residence shall not be considered livestock.? It was generally agreed that more information was needed. Would all single family residential lots, regardless of size, regardless of zoning, allow female chickens?”
BILLS: MOTION by Schwenn/Hefty to approve payment of the bills. Motion to approve carried, 3-0, 8:06 p.m..
ADJOURN: MOTION by Schwenn/Hefty to adjourn. Motion carried 3-0. 
Respectfully submitted, Vicki Anderson
