MINUTES OF THE SPRINGDALE TOWN BOARD MEETING – February 18, 2008. 

IN ATTENDANCE: Town Chairman Ed Eloranta, Supervisor I Wayne Hefty, Supervisor II Richard Schwenn, and Clerk Vicki Anderson.

CALL TO ORDER: by Eloranta, 8:00 p.m.

NOTICE OF THE MEETING: pursuant to Wisconsin Open Meeting Law was confirmed.

By 2/14/08 the agenda was posted in the three customary locations in the Town of Springdale as required by law and as an additional service to the citizens, a notice of the meeting was published in the “Mt. Horeb Mail” on 2/13/08 and “Town and Country Shopper” on 2/14/08. 

MINUTES: MOTION by Hefty/Schwenn to approve the minutes as distributed of the 1/14/08 meeting. Motion carried 3-0.

Public Input-discussion only, non agenda items: Chairman Eloranta reported that the annual budget for snowplowing has been exceeded due to the record-breaking snowfall, increase in cost of salt, and an unexpected truck repair bill. At the March TB meeting the budget will be reviewed.
PLAN COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS/PUBLIC HEARING:

A. r bEATON/rEZONE #9856 C-1 TO lC-1/CTH P/SEC. 9: No action since a representative was not in attendance.

B. J. THEOBOLD/CSM/CTH PD/SEC. 12: MOTION by Eloranta/Hefty to approve the preliminary CSM as presented based on the approved concept plan “B”. Discussion: On 11/26/07 the PC approved the concept plan “B” which retains a larger piece of contiguous agricultural land by a vote of 5-2. On 1/26/08 the PC recommended to the TB approval of the preliminary CSM, consistent with concept plan “B”, by a unanimous vote of 7-0. The preliminary CSM depicts three lots: Lot 1 with the existing house is a lot line reconfiguration of an existing CSM to expand to 14 acres in size, Lot 2 contains 4.5 acres, and Lot 3 has 9 acres. The three lots shall be served by a shared driveway coming off of the existing residential driveway. No further divisions of these lots shall be permitted per the current town land use plan and ordinances. Approved building envelopes are on file in the town hall. Motion to approve carried 2-0-1 with Schwenn abstaining.

C. MAX’S MUFFLER/EXPAND EXISTING C-2 ZONING FOR CAR DEALERSHIP/CTH PD/SEC. 12: MOTION by Eloranta/Hefty to deny the request. Discussion: At the 1/28/08 PC meeting, the PC recommended denial of the request, without prejudice, because the request was inconsistent with the town land use plan. Morris Maxwell, the owner of Max’s Muffler,  requests the expansion of the current C-2 zoning to permit the transfer of his car dealership, Waunakee Motors, to this location. Currently, the C-2 zoning #4963/901 is restricted to a construction contractor business and an automotive repair shop. The sale of vehicles is not permitted. The zoning stipulates that “construction equipment shall be limited to a total of 20 pieces and automotive vehicles for repair shall be limited to a total of 5 vehicles parked outside and additional vehicles which may be kept inside the shop.” Motion to deny carried 2-0-1 with Schwenn abstaining.
D. D. BLUMER/REZONING #9820 FROM A-1 TO C-1 TO r-3/BEN FRANKLIN ST./SEC. 34:Motion by Hefty/Schwenn to approve. Discussion: The TB previously approved the rezoning with the condition that a deed notice shall be filed with the new CSM prohibiting further divisions of the new Lot 1 and Lot 2. This action affirms that the approvals by the County Board on 1/17/08 and the County Executive on 1/25/08 are consistent with the town’s previous action. Motion to approve carried 3-0. 
DRIVEWAY PERMIT: S. & H. KELLESVIG/CTH S/SEC. 6: MOTION by Schwenn/Hefty to approve the driveway permit. Discussion: The driveway shall be constructed in accordance with the Town Driveway Construction Guide. Motion carried 3-0.
SCURE UPDATE RESOLUTION: NO ACTION/INFORMATION ONLY: Marilyn Gardner, chair of the Springdale’s Committee on Utilities in the Rural Environment, SCURE, provided a status report to the TB. 
*A postcard was mailed to the 90 properties closest to the proposed route for a high voltage transmission line urging them to attend the open houses scheduled by the Public Service Commission,(PSC) in the month of February. 
*An insert in the town newsletter mailed to all property owners this month outlined the steps concerned citizens can do to help influence the location of the transmission line. Specifically, the PSC is looking for specific, localized information on any possible impact a proposed route will have on the environment or the community. Examples include: agricultural effects, wildlife and plant habitat effects, aesthetics/visual impacts, protected species impacts, community impacts, archeological/historical impacts, radio/television reception effects, water resource impacts, land use compatibility, health and safety issues, high quality woodlands impacts, recreation impacts, shared revenue benefits, property value effect. Send your comments (by March 1 if possible) to: Docket 137-CE-147/Christine Swails/Public Service Commission/PO Box 7854/Madison WI 53707-7854 or via the PSC website(http;/psc.wi.gov)

*The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection(DATCAP), will prepare an Agricultural Impact Statement(AIS)and are soliciting information regarding potential agricultural impacts, such as: soil loss, mixing and compaction; drainage system damage; pest and disease introductions; crop damage/rotation disruption; obstacles to farm equipment; cropland spots rendered impractical to use; induced electrical currents; extra demands on farmers’ time; limitation of future use of right-of-way. Information may be sent to Peter Nauth/WI DATCP/PO Box 8911/Madison, WI  53708-8911 or peter.nauth@datcp.state.wi.us
*Underground Route-A coalition of commercial business owners located along the proposed beltline route has formed to persuade the PCS to install the utility line underground. At this point in time the TB continues to support the beltline route and if it is totally or partially installed underground, great. 
*Conservation Easements-Various sources have suggested that lands held in conservation easements, supported by federal monies, are less likely to be proposed for utility routes. The TB thanked Gardner and the committee for the spectacular job in working for the town in this matter. One of the entities involved stated that the Town of Springdale committee was the most organized. 
C. STEINHAUER HOUSE-MT. VERNON/SEC. 34.ORDINANCE COMPLIANCE: The Clerk was directed to contact the town attorney to determine whether another inspection of the property by the building inspector is required to determine whether any and all dangerous openings have been closed. Discussion: Since January 2007 the town has been in communication with Steinhauer regarding the deteriorated condition of his property at 1718 Washington Street. On October 16, 2007 a letter was sent to Steinhauer from Attorney Hughes regarding the need to comply with all applicable Town ordinances, specifically Section 8-3-3 which states, “No person shall have or permit on any premises owned or occupied by him any open cisterns, cesspools, wells, unused basements, excavations or other dangerous openings. All such places shall be filled, securely covered or fenced in such a manner as to prevent injury to any person and any cover shall be of a design, size and weight that the same cannot be removed by small children.” and to please immediately close the dangerous opening to the basement. On January 8, 2008 a letter was sent from the town to Steinhauer inviting him to attend the 1/14/08 meeting or to contact Chairman Eloranta to discuss whether the dangerous openings have been closed. Steinhauer did not attend the meeting nor contact the town. On January 18, 2008 a follow-up letter asking Steinhauer about the condition of his property and notice of the 2/18/08 TB meeting was mailed to his home. Steinhauer did not attend this meeting nor contact the town. 
CONTRACT FOR BRIDGE INSPECTIONS WITH DANE COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPT.: MOTION by Eloranta/Hefty to approve the 2008-09 bridge inspection contract with Dane County Highway for the sum of $150.00 per bridge: the bridges on Paulson Road and Spring Rose Road. Motion carried 3-0.  
WASTE MANAGEMENT FEE INCREASE: Discussion: The Clerk was directed to contact Waste Management-Madison to research the basis for the increase in the monthly bill contrary to the terms of the 2005-09 contract between the Town and Waste Management. 

Company Letter: Since November, 2007 the monthly bill has shown an increase in the line item “Est state generator tax”. In late Janaury, 2008 the town received an undated form letter from the company stating “In October Wisconsin’s Governor and lawmakers passed a new State budget raising waste generator taxes 55%”. The increase of the State Generator Tax will be reflected on your next invoice…” 
Town Contract: The contract stipulates: “There shall be no adjustments for tipping fee increases other than newly enacted environmental fees or taxes at any Waste Management owned or any other landfill. In the event that any laws or statutes or ordinances are enacted which add new or increased environmental taxes or require mandatory collection and/or disposal of refuse other than in the manner described in this contract, the Contractor reserves the right, and the Town agrees to renegotiate this contract. Such renegotiations between the Contractor and the Town will be limited to providing additional compensation to pay for those additional expenses and only those additional expenses or taxes created by the compliance with such laws.” 

The concerns are the increase is 73% vs. 55% and an undated form letter is not “renegotiation”. 
BUILDING INSPECTOR OFFICE HOURS AND FEES: MOTION by Eloranta/Schwenn to restrict the building inspector office hours in the town hall to “by appointment” until further notice. Discussion: Due to the slow down in building activity in Springdale and throughout the area, Building Inspector Tracy Johnson has requested an amendment to the contract by which office hours on Wednesdays from 12:30-2 would be replaced with office hours by appointment M-F in the town hall or at the Vierbicher office, 999 Fourier Drive, Suite 201, Madison, WI  53717. If the need arises to resume office hours in the town hall, Johnson and the TB will discuss it. In regards to the proposed increase in building permit fees, the Clerk was directed to research the fee structure in nearby communities and the Town Chairman will contact Johnson to discuss the magnitude of the increase 
before approving the proposed rates. Motion to restrict office hours carried 3-0. 
DANE COUNTY RESOLUTION RE: TDR ZONING DISTRICTS: MOTION by Hefty/Schwenn to support the TDR resolution. Discussion: The resolution is considered enabling legislation and individual towns would have to choose whether to apply it to their town. Motion carried 3-0.
Bills: MOTION by Schwenn/Hefty to approve the bills. Motion carried 3-0.   

Adjourn: MOTION by Schwenn/Hefty to adjourn. Motion carried 3-0.
Respectfully submitted, Vicki Anderson, Town Clerk 
