MINUTES OF THE SPRINGDALE TOWN BOARD MEETING – April 21, 2008. 

IN ATTENDANCE: Town Chairman Ed Eloranta, Supervisor I Wayne Hefty, Supervisor II Richard Schwenn, and Clerk Vicki Anderson.

CALL TO ORDER: by Eloranta, 8:00 p.m.

NOTICE OF THE MEETING: pursuant to Wisconsin Open Meeting Law was confirmed.

By 4/17/08 the agenda was posted in the three customary locations in the Town of Springdale as required by law and as an additional service to the citizens, a notice of the meeting was published in the “Mt. Horeb Mail” on 4/17/08 and “Town and Country Shopper” on 4/16/08. 

MINUTES: MOTION by Schwenn/Hefty to approve the minutes as distributed of the 3/24/08 TB meeting. Motion carried 3-0.

Public Input-discussion only, non agenda items:
VERONA FIRE DISTRICT(VFD)BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR STAFFING NEEDS: MOTion by Hefty/Schwenn to transfer funds in the VFD 2008 budget to accommodate the hiring of an additional full-time staff person in 2008. Discussion: J. F. Barger, 1st Asst. Fire Chief, VFD reported on the need to hire an additional full-time firefighter to work Monday through Friday, 8am – 4pm. In a written report submitted at the meeting, Barger states:”…The VFD has been struggling to provide adequate staffing to call/incident responses. Call volume has continued to increase with staffing insufficient to meet demand causing a number of issues: responding with less than four firefighters on apparatus; the paid-on-call staff is at their limit for responses; and fewer staff handling more responses…” Mutual aid is called upon to provide personnel when needed. Motion carried 3-0.
PUBLIC HEARING: AMENDMENTS TO THE TOWN LAND USE PLAN AND LAND DIVISION/SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE, 8:06 p.m.: An overhead of the proposed amendments, after review by the town attorney, was projected: 
1.  Language added to: Section 5 Residential Density Option 2, 4. (b) (5).

Screenings may be required to mitigate the impact of residential development and may consist of either a buffer of natural vegetation left in place for this purpose during site development or landscaping and planting to achieve the same result. The type of screening most suitable to the site shall be suggested by the landowner and shall require approval by the Town of Springdale Plan Commission. When such screenings are required, a letter of credit or other financial instrument acceptable to the Town Board shall be required.

2. Language clarified in Sec. 9 (E) 11. SECTION 9 COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT/USES 

(E) 11.If a business is located within one-hundred (100) feet of an adjacent dwelling unit the side of the business facing the residence shall be screened by landscape screen or visual barrier (see 2000 Dane County Code, Chapter 10, Section 10.16(7) for specifications of screening). The Town of Springdale Plan Commission may shall require a letter of credit or other financial instrument acceptable to the Town Board when such a bond for screenings are required. 

3. Language deleted in Sec. 9 (E) 17 and replaced with new language in (L).
17.Signage shall be prohibited for residential and commercial activities in town except for the following two uses: 

(i)  For farm signs or for the advertisement of locally produced agricultural products and agricultural/farm related activities; and 

(ii)For the C-1 Commercial District uses supported in Mt. Vernon when the Ssignage shall be on-site, unlit, less than or equal to 2’ by 3’ in size, and shall otherwise comply with all applicable state, county, and town requirements.

(E) 17. -21 renumbered

New paragraph created: 

(L)In many circumstances signage is incompatible with the goals and policies of this 

Land Use Plan. The Town shall develop a signage ordinance that promotes rural   

business activity primarily related to agriculture and that ensures signage 

will not negatively effect the rural character of the Town. 

Chairman Eloranta explained the rationale behind the amendments: 
**The screening requirement for residential and commercial uses has been a part of the Plan since its adoption. Screenings have been included in the Plan as a means of allowing more flexibility in land use, however, the enforcement mechanism had been missing.
Supervisor Schwenn supports screenings for commercial uses but not for residential uses.

**Signage is usually inconsistent with the rural character supported in the Plan: billboards are undesirable; businesses without customers don’t need signs; signs to advertise subdivisions aren’t necessary since their location is described in the rural numbering address system, etc. Signs to promote agricultural products are supported in the Plan and temporary real estate and political signs may be safeguarded under the principles of free speech. According to the procedures outlined in the Plan, the TB may act on these amendments at their May meeting and begin to discuss a sign ordinance prepared by the town attorney.Public hearing closed at 8:21 p.m.

PUBLIC HEARING:Plan Commission: 
a. m. BETHKE, k. vANDEGRIFT, d. mIDTHUN/csmS/SEC. 25/SPRING ROSE RD.: MOTION by Schwenn/Hefty to approve the CSM as submitted. Discussion: Contiguous acres owned on the effective date of the Plan = 90.631 acres. This is an option 1 with three new lots of 5, 5 and 3. 5 acres, a shared driveway serving lots 1 and 2 and a shared driveway serving lot 3 and the building envelope on the remaining contiguous 70 acres, and building envelopes on lots 1 and 2 and the remaining contiguous 70 acres. All of lot 3 may serve as the building envelope. No further division of these lots shall be permitted per the current town land use plan and ordinances. A copy of the approved building envelopes shall be on file in the town hall. The location of the driveway serving lots 1 and 2 will be discussed at a future TB meeting and the agreed upon location for the best sight distance will be specified at that time. Motion to approve carried 3-0, 8:48 p.m.
b. c. ostrander/LANDSCAPING PLAN/SEC. 16/cTH P: MOTION by Eloranta/Hefty to accept the financial instrument, check #15804 for the sum of $1677.45 from Ostrander Masonry, Inc., P.O. Box 267, Mt. Horeb, WI based on the estimate from Kittleson Landscape, Inc. dated 4/16/08 to insure that the landscaping plan approved by the TB on 1/14/08 will be completed. Discussion: The approval is effective upon deposit of the check by the Clerk. Upon satisfactory completion of the landscaping, the sum will be reimbursed to C. Ostrander. Motion carried 3-0.
W. ENDRES/DUSK TO DAWN LIGHT/DAIRY RIDGE RD./SEC. 13: MOTION by Hefty/Schwenn to approve the installation of a dusk to dawn light by Alliant Energy on a utility pole within the right-of-way near 8063 Dairy Ridge Rd, with the condition that the light fixture shall be a full cut-off fixture, of 100 watts or less, and paid for by the property owners. Discussion: W. Endres shall contact the utility with the specifications for the light as agreed on tonight. Town Chairman Eloranta is opposed to the installation of the light because he believes it is inconsistent with the rural character of the town and interferes with seeing the night sky. He suggested that the light be switch-activated and turned on only when needed for road crossing. Five neighboring property owners wrote or spoke in support of the light. No neighboring property owners expressed an objection. Motion carried 2-1 (Eloranta opposed.)  
BJ’S TAVERN/UNLICENSED BARTENDER/SEC. 34: INFORMATION ONLY: Deputy Sheriff Coy Bethel notified the town that BJ’s Tavern was closed for violation of the town ordinance Sec. 7-2-20 “…There shall be upon the premises …at all times the licensee, or some other person who shall have an operator’s license and who shall be responsible for the acts of all persons serving or selling any intoxicating liquor or fermented malt beverage to customers…”. Bethel found an unlicensed individual selling alcohol to customers in late April, 2008. After speaking with the owner Jean Kraus, who assured Bethel the violation would not be repeated, Bethle allowed the tavern to reopen. He will keep the TB informed appraised of the situation.
waste management fee increase: MOTION by Eloranta/Schwenn to now authorize payment of the increase in the monthly bill for the “Est state generator tax” since Mr. Larry Schepp, Waste Management, Inc., Germantown, WI, has acknowledged that the original increase of 73% exceeded the stated increase of 55%. Only the 55% increase will be paid which amounts to $.40/unit/month from the 2007 rate of $.26/unit/month. This unexpected increase in the recycling bill will be off-set by the unexpected increase in the town ‘s recycling grant; instead of receiving approximately $9900, the town is to receive approximately $12,000.  
TDR APPOINTMENT: MOTION by Hefty/Schwenn to approve the appointment of Jeffry Smith to the TDR committee to replace Ellen Bunn who resigned due to scheduling difficulties. Motion carried 3-0, 9:18 p.m.
DCCO AMENDMENT #54-TB CONSIDERATION OF CUP: MOTION by Hefty/Schwenn to approve Amendment #54. Discussion: The ordinance gives Towns the authority to veto conditional use permits, much as they can veto zoning ordinances now. Motion carried 3-0, 9:23 p.m.
vfd-mhafd update: VFD Commissioner R. Schwenn reported that the VFD Commission has finally advertised for a part-time chief. J. F. “Harry” Barger has been the officer in charge for 1.5 years and it has been a difficult position for him. Schwenn also alerted Eloranta and Hefty that the City of Verona may call a special meeting of the fire district to discuss possible changes in the VFD: changing the allocation of authority in the current agreement, City of Verona withdrawing from the VFD, the VFD merging with the Fitchburg department, etc. Presently, each municipality has a single vote regardless of the municipality’s contribution to the budget based on equalized value: the City of Verona contributes 78% and owns 48%; the Town of Verona contributes 18% and owns 47%; and the Town of Springdale contributes 4% and owns 6%.     
bills-2008 budget: MOTION by Schwenn/Hefty to approve the bills. Discussion: Due to the expenses incurred during snow removal season the TB will be monitoring expenditures and transferring monies from one category to another as needed. Motion carried 3-0.  
adjourn: MOTION by Schwenn/Hefty to adjourn. Motion carried 3-0. 9:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Vicki Anderson, Town Clerk

