MINUTES OF THE SPRINGDALE TOWN BOARD MEETING – September 17, 2007. 

IN ATTENDANCE: Town Chairman Ed Eloranta, Supervisor I Wayne Hefty, Supervisor II Richard Schwenn, and Clerk Vicki Anderson.

CALL TO ORDER: by Eloranta, 8:06 p.m.

NOTICE OF THE MEETING: pursuant to Wisconsin Open Meeting Law was confirmed.

By 9/13/07 the agenda was posted in the three customary locations in the Town of Springdale as required by law and as an additional service to the citizens, a notice of the meeting was published in the “Mt. Horeb Mail” on 9/13/07 and “Town and Country Shopper” on 9/12/07. 

MINUTES: MOTION by Hefty/Schwenn to approve the minutes as distributed of the 8/20/07 meeting. Motion carried 3-0.

PUBLIC INPUT:

a. Washout and limited visibility on Kollath Rd.: Supervisor Schwenn reported that citizens have called him with concerns regarding cars parked along the right-of-way of Kollath Rd. at the Oak Hill Cemetery. Due to the rise in the road, travelers turning onto Kollath Rd. from CTH G are surprised to encounter the parked cars. Also, as cars have parked along the cemetery, an eroded area susceptible to washout has developed. Chair Eloranta will discuss possible solutions to these concerns with Town Patrolman Chancellor.  
b. Acting Fire Chief Harry Barger, Verona Fire District(VFD): In preparation for the VFD annual budget meeting with the municipalities on 10/17/07, 7:30 p.m. at the VFD, Chief Barger distributed the handouts entitled: “Draft 2008 VFD Operating Capital Expenditure Budget, 8/21/07” and the “VFD Capital Improvement Program 2007-2012” and provided an overview of the need for budget increases due to: the increase in growth in the Verona area and subsequent increased service demands; the difficulty in maintaining a volunteer firefighting and EMS staff, especially on weekends; the need for maintenance catch-up on equipment; etc. The rapid pace of development in the Verona area has taken the VFD by surprise. VFD representative Richard Schwenn believes it has been the tendency these past 10-20 years for the VFD to put-off needed improvements/repairs to save money and it’s now time to catch-up. Chief Barger believes that the response time of 11 minutes to a recent incident, a car fire at CTH PB and CTH M, should be a motivation to increase the budget to improve services. While appreciating the services provided by the VFD, Eloranta believes he has to watch the bottom line and answer to the Springdale taxpayers. The large percentage increases in budget reflected in the draft documents are not in line with the percentage of service calls to Springdale.     

PUBLIC HEARING: AMENDMENTS TO THE LAND USE PLAN (PLAN) AND LAND DIVISION AND SUBDIVISION CODE(CODE) RE: DEFINITIONS OF LAND DIVISION AND SUBDIVISION; REQUIREMENTS FOR DEDICATIONS, PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND ROADS; AND REQUIREMENTS OF NOTICE OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS:

CALL TO ORDER THE PUBLIC HEARING BY ELORANTA: With overheads displayed, Eloranta reviewed the proposed amendments which were discussed in the 8/17/07 TB meeting. To consistently inform all land dividers of town policies and to avoid “buyer beware” situations, the town attorney recommended amendments to the Plan and Code to bring all land divisions before the PC/TB. The PC recommended adoption at the 8/27/07 PC meeting with the request to allow for land divisions by metes and bounds. 
One of the purposes of the amendments is to provide for a concept plan and notice document for the apportionment of density units among parcels of 35 acres or more and the other lots, parcels, and building sites being created. This is to prevent the unintended consequence of losing potential density units on any of the development areas of the property. For example, if the development areas on a farm were all located on a newly created 37 acre parcel, the remaining 63 acres could be left, unknowingly, without any development areas. 
Another purpose is to establish the process by which development agreements, restrictive covenants, and special assessments for required public improvements may be applied to land divisions of any size. Prior to these amendments, the Code contained language applicable to subdivisions only. Obviously, public improvements may be triggered by any development, regardless of the size, and by the accumulated impact of development, over time. State law allows for special assessments to be levied which distribute the cost of the improvements to the benefiting properties. In a recent change in the law, the special assessments can only be levied when the improvement, the house, for example, “happens”, rather than at the time of lot creation. Therefore, to ensure that lot buyers are aware of a potential future special assessment related to the land division, notice documents may be required.    
A Basic change in the Plan and Code is the fact that all land divisions resulting in a building site, regardless of the size of the division or method of creation (CSM, metes and bounds description, or subdivision plat), will come before the Plan Commission for review/approval. 

There is no change in the Plan and Code in regards to the applicability of options 1, 2, and 3. As always, these options do not apply to land divisions of more than 35 acres in size.  Hearing no further public input, the public hearing was closed 8:57 p.m.
MOTION by Hefty/Schwenn to approve the amendments to the Land Use Plan and Land Division and Subdivision Code as discussed here: changes in definitions; bringing all land divisions by CSM, metes and bounds, and plats before the PC; and adding language to require, if applicable, public improvements, town roads/dedications, and restrictive covenants to any size land division. Motion carried 3-0.
SPRINGDALE COMMITTEE ON UTILITIES IN THE RURAL ENVIRONMENT (SCURE) ACTIVITIES: MOTION by Hefty/Schwenn to approve the SCURE postcard mailing, after final review of the text by Eloranta, and its expenses, to approximately 40-80 property owners on or near the newest proposed ATC line. Discussion: Marilyn Gardner, SCURE member, presented a draft of a postcard-size message which intends to reassure the most affected residents that the Town is working on the issue of the proposed electric transmission line and to give them a brief idea of the next step: get on PSC mailing list, the town committee email list for updates and meeting information, etc. By sending only a postcard the expenses are estimated to be less than $50.00. Motion carried 3-0.   
PLAN COMMISSION: 
a. J. OLTMAN/CSM/S. SHARPES CORNER RD./SEC. 32: MOTION by Schwenn/Hefty to approve. Discussion: The four lot preliminary CSM of lots of 1-2.1 acres is consistent with the option 2 concept plan approved by the PC. No further division of these lots shall be permitted according to the current Town Plan and Ordinances. Contiguous acres owned on the effective date of the Plan =114.450. Motion carried 3-0.
b. P. & P. TSCHUDY/REZONE #9775 FROM A-1 TO RH-2 FOR HORSES/CORAY LANE/SEC. 1: MOTION by Hefty/Schwenn to approve the rezoning with the permitted uses in R-1 restricted to those found in A-1 (The permitted uses in R-1 of Community living arrangements for less than nine (9) persons and Foster homes for less than five (5) children licensed under section 48.62, Wis. Stats. are not permitted with this rezoning.). Motion carried 3-0.   
C. VERNON VALLEY FARMS, INC.-DANE COUNTY PARKS/CSMS-LOT LINE RECONFIGURATION/STATE ROAD 92/SEC. 28 & 29: MOTION by Hefty/Schwenn to approve the lot line reconfigurations as presented by Vernon Valley Farms, Inc. Discussion: The lot line reconfigurations that do not create any additional building sites, are represented by CSM lots of 10.073 and 24.881 acres, separating existing residences from a 88.567 acre parcel sold to Dane County Parks, DCP, as an addition to Donald Park. No further division of these lots shall be permitted according to the current Town Plan and Ordinances and restrictive covenants with DCP. Motion carried 3-0.
C. STEINHAUER/1718 WASHINGTON STREET/DETERIORATING STRUCTURE/SEC. 34: MOTION by Eloranta/Hefty to table until the 10/15/07 TB meeting. Attorney Chris Hughes is reviewing information obtained from Town Building Inspector Tracy Johnson after Johnson inspected the property with owner Charlie Steinhauer on 9/12/07. Motion carried 3-0. 
M. DANIELS/SHIFT OF ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY, R-O-W/ZANDER RD./SEC. 4: No action-general agreement with the proposal presented by M. Daniels by which he proposes shifting the existing r-o-w, which has never been improved, between Lots 11 and 12, Block 1 and Lots 15 and 16, Block 2, Plat of Pine Bluff Station, to the West to accomplish the following: 
**provide required frontage on an existing public way for the P. Esser an M. McGhee residential lot, 
**contain the existing driveway to the Esser/McGhee home, 
**provide adequate setback from a road to enable Daniels to reconstruct a garage on his property. Mrs. Daniels, M. Daniels’ mother, served as his representative at the meeting. It was suggested that M. Daniels consult Dane County Zoning to ensure that these steps are adequate to enable him to build on Lots 11 and 12, Block 1 before initiating the formal road abandonment and dedication process.  
M. Daniels will need to confirm for the town that:
**Dane County agrees with this procedure, 
**33’ or 66’ is required as frontage for the Esser/McGee lot, 
**an easement agreement exists between the affected property owners, 
**all costs incurred by the Town in this process are the responsibility of M. Daniels, and **the abandoned septic system shall be removed/filled-in.
ROAD NAME CHANGE/THORSON ROAD TO BRUNER ROAD/SEC. 10: MOTION Hefty/Schwenn to approve the road name change. Discussion: Dane County Planning and Development has notified the town that Thorson Road must be renamed to avoid confusion for emergency service personnel. In another area of Dane County another road is already posted as Thorson Rd. Who knows which Thorson Rd. was first named, but that is irrelevant. What is relevant is the date at which a road serves more than one residence and then, must be posted. When the town road was laid out it was named Thorson Road. While it was occupied by the Bruners, as the single residence on the road, it was not posted and their address was CTH PD. Now, that four new lots have been created on the road, the CTH PD address will not suffice. In another policy matter pertaining to road names, R. Schwenn pointed out that at one point in time, it was the policy of the town to refrain from “family names” for road names. Motion carried 3-0. 

DANE COUNTY ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS: #16-COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING: MOTION by Eloranta/Hefty to not recommend adoption based on section 82.56(2 “The Dane County Comprehensive Plan may include all or portions of a town plan that are determined to be consistent with the County Comprehensive Plan.” because there is no explanation of the basis for or process by which portions of a town plan would be excluded from the Dane County Comprehensive Plan. Motion to deny carried 3-0. 
#17-Increasing Definition of Land Division FROM 35 ACRES TO 160 ACRES: MOTION by Hefty/Schwenn to not support 160 acre minimum CSM. Discussion: It was generally believed that CSMS are more precise than metes and bounds, and that the County may have reasons to want to review land divisions exceeding 35 acres in size, but this action is contrary to the TB policy for Springdale discussed earlier tonight, which allows for land divisions by metes and bounds for lots exceeding 35 acres. Motion to deny carried 2-0-1 (Eloranta abstained.). 
WIND TURBINE PERMITTING ORDINANCE: No action, to be tabled until the 10/15/07 TB meeting.    
MOTION by Schwenn/Hefty to approve the bills. Motion carried 3-0.
ADJOURN: MOTION by Schwenn/Hefty to adjourn. Motion carried 3-0.

Respectfully submitted, Vicki Anderson, Town Clerk

